
WishBook Gift Catalogue



When most people think about Eastside Story Guild, they focus on 
the Story and less on the Guild. You remember that one 
presentation that helped you see a Biblical story in a new way, or 
changed your perception of church. 

That story came about, in that particular way, in that particular 
time, because of the Guild — the unique group of kids and 
directors and volunteers who gather on Friday afternoons to learn, 
laugh, create, and help each other grow. And the Guild is sustained 
by its generous supporters. 

This gift catalogue gives you a peek behind the curtain, to help 
you see what feeds the Guild’s energy (physical and creative!) and 
allows these vital sacred stories to come alive. Please consider 
supporting Eastside through a purchase of a gift!

Thank you to our WishBook volunteers: 
Rosemary Toye, Bob Parsons, Melody Owen, Lucas Lee, Caitlin Adam.



$50 Charms 

Small mementos of 
each season, charms 
are given to guild 
members to help them 
celebrate the year and 
remind them of 
important themes 
and stories. 

“I love the little 
lantern I got. I look at it and 

remember the year we did The 
Whisperer.” -Emilia, 14.

Props can be 
both literal and 
symbolic, adding 

depth of meaning to 
the presentation. A prop will 
often represent an emotion 
or a theme, while also being 
something that is used by a 
character. 

“Props serve a practical 
purpose, but they also 

expand the imagination. 
That’s the beauty of theatre 
— it’s saying many things at 

one time.” -Jeqn.

$40 A Prop



$125 Pre-performance pancakes 

Performers can’t perform on an empty stomach! As part of their 
preparation for their big contribution to the spring presentation 
weekend, kids feast on pancakes and sausages, made by parents 
and volunteers. 

“When Lawrence was head chef, he’d bring 
a killer playlist and the kitchen would be 

rock’n. Amy better bring it!” -Rosemary.



$150 Guild member 
scholarship for one season

You can’t have a guild without children! At ESG we don’t want 
finances to be an obstacle for participation in our program. These 
scholarships allow us to continue to be an inclusive community. 

“I’m thankful for how Eastside gave me confidence 
I struggled to build elsewhere!”  

-ESG alumni and scholarship recipient.



Behind the Guild behind the curtain stands a group of volunteers and 
parents who take on a variety of tasks to keep things 
running — including putting together fundraising 
efforts like this. To help ease the stress around making 
our annual budget, would you consider becoming a 
monthly donor? Think of it as a gift to the spreadsheet-
phobics on our team. 

Become a Monthly Donor

Did you know? 
Monthly giving ensures that the Guild has the resources it needs 

throughout the year to offer this excellent, affordable, accessible arts 
programme. It helps organizers to plan and prepare for all aspects of 

ESG, from Guild Friday snacks, to prop and set creation supplies, 
costume materials, and many more elements necessary for creating 

two unique and meaningful presentations each year.



At the beginning of every 
Friday gathering, the 
children gather in “Guild 
groups” to shake off that 
after school tiredness 
with tasty snacks and, 
more importantly, to 
build friendships across 
all ages. Healthy, delicious 
food is made in-house by 
parent volunteers.

$160 A month of Friday snacks

“My favourite snacks are 
English muffins with jam and peanut 
butter and sometimes cream cheese. It 

tastes really good.” -Caleb, 12.

$200 Cast Party 

A week after the performance, the guild gathers one last time to 
celebrate what they’ve learned and accomplished. And to just have 
fun after weeks of rehearsals. There’s food, of course, and games, and 
certificates handed out as some kids leave the guild, and others move 
up to a new level of responsibility and opportunity.  

“It’s important because if we just finish our performances, and 
everyone is, like, ‘bye guys,’ it wouldn’t feel as it does to have 

another chance to hang out and say a real goodbye.” -Eva, 13.



For some members, this is the best part of Eastside. To find the perfect 
costumes to match both the story and the theme of a presentation, a 
team of fashionistas measure the guild members, descend on fabric and 
thrift stores, and scour the church attic (did you know the church had an 
attic? ESG members sure do) for pieces left over from previous years. 

$300 Costumes

“Say that someone is 
supposed to be from 

thousands of years ago just 
wearing short shorts and a 

crop top, it’s like, what? You 
can’t have a prisoner wear a 

cardigan.”  

-Mira, 12.



$300 An original 
set piece 

Often the central, memorable 
image in a play, set pieces are 
designed through a collaborative 
process and custom-built to fit 
both the dimensions of the 
church and the impact the piece 
is to have in the 
play. The money 
goes to 
materials and 
hiring 
experienced 
builders to 
ensure safety. 

“My favourite set 
piece was the ark. It was 
extravagant and 
amazing.” -Gilbert, 16.



$500 A Month of TAD (Teen Arts Drop-in) 

A chance for older guild members to get together to talk and bond over a 
shared love for theatre. In a previous year, this informal setting morphed 
into rigorous rehearsals for an entirely new production. Upcoming 
hangouts will include an emphasis on visual art — supplies are needed!

“It provides a 
chance for us to 

improve as actors 
so we can help the 

younger kids. It 
was great to hang 
out and just joke 
around.” -Siri, 17.



$2750 Music Program 

Bonus: Add 
$250 to allow 
our director 
to invest in 

new 
instruments

Music often defines the mood 
of the play, drawing 
connections between scenes. 
Writing an original score 
allows the musical director to 
take into account the ability 
and interest of the kids, and 
explore more deeply with 
them the themes of the play.

“There are things about the story 
at ESG that can’t be described in 
words, and that’s kind of where the 
music comes in.” -Will, 12. 



Your gift makes magic on stage and off! 

All contributions will receive a receipt for income tax purposes. 

You can donate to us in a number of ways: 

To Donate Electronically: 

To become a ESG Patron monthly donor, visit Grandview Church’s 

website. Be sure to designate your funds towards the ESG program, and 

then select “monthly giving” 

To offer a one-time gift, visit Grandview Church’s website and be sure to 

designate your funds towards the ESG program 

If you prefer to make an e-transfer, contact us for details 

Visit our website for more information about supporting us 

OR 

Cheques can be made out to:  

Grandview Calvary Baptist Church, Attn: ESG and mailed to: 

 1803 E. 1st Avenue, Vancouver, BC  V5N 1B2

Community, Performing Arts, Resilience: 
Get Involved with ESG!

We are deeply grateful to 
enter into this story with you!

https://gcbchurch.sunergo.net/qry/sr_donate.taf?dsfd=17
https://gcbchurch.sunergo.net/qry/sr_donate.taf?dsfd=17
mailto:esg@gcbchurch.ca
https://www.eastsidestoryguild.ca/support-us/
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