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2 Chronicles 36:15-21 

STORY: 
Exile is when you are sent away from home, away from the 
land where you live and the people that you know, and 
everything changes. You don’t get to do the things you used 
to do, or be with the people you used to be with, or worship 
God in the same way you used to. Everything is different and 
strange... 

About two thousand six hundred years ago, Babylon was a 
powerful empire that ruled all the nations around it, including 
the nation of Judah. In the land of Judah, God spoke to a 
prophet named Jeremiah and told him to give a message to 
the king of Judah. The message was, “Don’t try to fight 
against the Babylonian Empire.” But king Zedekiah did not 
listen to God’s message. He decided that the nation of Judah 
should rebel against Babylon.    

But this was a big mistake. Because Judah rebelled, the 
Babylonian army sent their soldiers on mighty chariots into 
the lands where God’s people lived, to destroy the walls of 
the capital city of Jerusalem, and capture the king, and steal 
all the gold from the royal palace and the holy Temple before 
burning both buildings to the ground. They kidnapped all the 
rich rulers to bring them to different cities and towns spread 
out across Babylon. The Babylonian army only left behind 
some of the very poorest of God’s people so they could stay 
to work in the fields and farms.  

And so God’s people had to leave behind everything that 
they knew and go into exile in Babylon, where everything 
was different. Worst of all, they were 1500 kilometres away 
(that’s as far as walking all the way from Vancouver to 
Saskatchewan), far from the Temple where they had prayed 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and worshipped God and were formed as a people to show God’s 
light and love to the world. 

How could they be God’s people when they couldn’t worship God 
in the Temple in Jerusalem? How could they show God’s light and 
love to the world when they were in exile? How could they tell the 
stories of God or sing the songs of God without crying all the time, 
now that they were in exile and so far away from God? 

But God had a surprise for his people. 
Yes, they were far away from their land and their best friends and 
their old work and their schools. They were even far away from the 
Temple that was now smashed and ruined, and they couldn’t wor-
ship God the way they used to. But they were not as far away from 
God and God’s love as they thought. No, God was right there with 
them in exile, in the midst of everything that felt turned inside out 
and upside down. God would never leave his people. God’s light 
and love would be with them always, even in exile, so they could 
keep sharing God’s light and love with the world. 

And God had a rescue plan to bring God’s people home. 

• I wonder if you ever feel like everything is different and strange. 

• I wonder how God’s light and love is with you always, even 
when everything is turned inside out and upside down.



JOURNEYMEN  
AND 
APPRENTICES 
(GR. 2-6)  



1. Embody one of the following characters from the story - a 
person in exile, a king, or a soldier. Make up a name for 
your character. Imagine what they look like. Draw a picture if 
you wish. Find an open space in your home and experiment 
walking like they would. Imagine you are walking around in 
their home. Sit down like they sit down. Ask yourself: what is 
one task they do everyday? (For example - a king sits at his/
her throne and reads official kingdom news, a soldier keeps 
guard of a section of town, a person in exile gathers grapes 
from the vineyard in his/her basket). Get up and mime doing 
this task. Repeat doing this many times until it feels normal. 
Experiment with giving your character a voice and say out 
loud words you think they would say. Repeat the words as 
you move like your character. Freeze and make a statue of 
your character. Have someone in your house take a picture 
of your frozen character statue. If you want, include costume 
pieces or prop pieces from your home in the picture. 

2. Pretend you are going to meet your character.  
Ask yourself: what would my character be curious about if 
they met me? What kinds of questions would they ask me? 
Write them a letter telling them about yourself and your life 
right now. Or draw them a picture! Draw a picture of yourself, 
in your home, or in one of your favourite places. 



MASTERS  
AND 
ARCHITECTS 
(GR. 7-12)  



1. Embody one of the following characters from the story - a 
person in exile, a king, or a soldier. Make up a name for 
your character. Imagine what they look like. Draw a picture if 
you wish. Find an open space in your home and experiment 
walking like they would. Imagine you are walking around in 
their home. Sit down like they sit down. Ask yourself: what is 
one task they do everyday? (For example - a king sits at his/
her throne and reads official kingdom news, a soldier keeps 
guard of a section of town, a person in exile gathers grapes 
from the vineyard in his/her basket). Get up and mime doing 
this task. Repeat doing this many times until it feels normal. 
Experiment with giving your character a voice and say out 
loud words you think they would say. Repeat the words as 
you move like your character. Freeze and make a statue of 
your character. Have someone in your house take a picture 
of your frozen character statue. If you want, include costume 
pieces or prop pieces from your home in the picture. 

2. Write a letter from yourself in the present moment to your 
character in the past. Write about whatever you wish to tell 
them. Perhaps you want to write what life during Covid-19 is 
like - what you're experiencing these days, how things have 
changed, etc. Ask your character questions about what life is 
like for them. For example, is your character in exile? Ask 
them about this. 

If you prefer to write a script version then that is great too!  
Imagine you and your character are in the same time and 
space and are having a dialogue about your current situa-
tions. Write down the dialogue in script format. 

Feel free to film yourself reading the letter or acting out your 
script (you could play both characters by using 2 different 
costume pieces, or invite another family member to perform 
with you). 



CHECK-IN 
QUESTION: 

WHAT TIME IN 
HISTORY WOULD 
YOU TRANSPORT 

TO AND WHY? 



We’d love to know your answer! Please 
send us your answer, as well as any       
responses to the creative response. 


You may write us back or film a video and 
email us! 



